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State Drinking 
Water Standards

• Safe Drinking Water Act, 
1976 PA 399

• State drinking water 
standards were promulgated 
for 7 per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS)

• PFOA and PFOS had 
established cleanup criteria 
of 70 ppt (singularly and 
combined)

Specific PFAS 
Drinking Water 

Standard
Parts per Trillion (ppt)

PFNA 6

PFOA 8

PFHxA 400,000

PFOS 16

PFHxS 51

PFBS 420

HFPO-DA 370
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Generic Criteria 
Development Process

For a Substance That Has 
No Generic Criteria

No Generic 
Criteria

Hazardous 
Substance

Determination

Calculate 
Generic 
Criteria

Compare to 

SDWS

Publish 
Generic 
Criteria

Initiate Rule 
Making 
Process

SDWS = State Drinking Water Standard
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•Hazardous Substance 
Determination
[Sec. 20101(1)(x)]

No 
Generic 
Criteria

PFAS Generic Criteria Development

Sec. 20120a(23)
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PFAS Generic Criteria Development

• Hazardous Substance Determination

– Any substance that the department demonstrates, on a 
case-by-case basis, poses an unacceptable risk to the 
public health, safety, or welfare, or the environment, 
considering the fate of the material, dose-response, 
toxicity, or adverse impact on natural resources.

Sec. 20101(1)(x)
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• Calculate generic criteria
[Sec. 20120a(3)(a)& (b); and

all other requirements of Part 201]

No 
Generic 
Criteria

PFAS Generic Criteria Development

Sec. 20120a(23)
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•Determine toxicity value

[Sec. 20120a(3)(a)]

•Determine chemical physical data

[Sec. 20120a(3)(b)]

•Calculate generic criteria

[Sec. 20120a(3)(a)& (b); and

all other requirements of Part 
201]

Calculate 
Generic 
Criteria

Sec. 20120a(3)

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Rule 10(3)  Cleanup criteria for groundwater based on ingestion 

of groundwater for drinking water shall be calculated according 

to the following algorithms.  Criteria calculated under this 

subrule shall be the generic cleanup criterion, unless a state 

drinking water standard is available or, if a criterion protective of 

adverse aesthetic characteristics is more restrictive, as provided 

for in section 20120a(5) of the act.

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Rule 10 Algorithms 
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Rule 10 Algorithms 
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Sec. 20120a(5) If a cleanup criterion calculated for groundwater 
in an aquifer differs from either: 

(a) the state drinking water standards established pursuant to 
section 5 of the safe drinking water act, 1976 PA 399, MCL 
325.1005, or 

(b) the national secondary drinking water regulations established 
pursuant to 42 USC 300g-1, or 

(c) if there is not national secondary drinking water regulation for 
a contaminant, the concentration determined by the department 
according to methods approved by the US EPA below which taste, 
odor, appearance, or other aesthetic characteristics are not 
adversely affected, 

the cleanup criterion is the more stringent of (a), (b), or (c).

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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•Comparison to State Drinking 
Water Standards (MCLs)

[Sec. 20120a(5)]

Calculate 
Generic 
Criteria

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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November 16th at 1pm  – Second information Session

• Show the results of the criteria calculations under 20120a(3) 
and the Part 201 rules

• Describe how 20120a(5) and R299.10(3) determine the 
cleanup criteria for groundwater

• Provide a three-week period to accept written comments 
regarding whether the process for establishing the criteria 
followed the regulations under Part 201

• Review and consider the comments prior to publishing and 
promulgating enforceable groundwater cleanup criteria

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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•Develop revisions to cleanup 
criteria table (Rule 44), footnotes 
(Rule 49), and toxicity and 
chemical-physical data tables 
(Rule 50),  and publish on the 
department’s webpage

Calculate 
Generic 
Criteria

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Revise 
Tables 

and 
Publish on 

EGLE 
webpage
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Sec. 20120a(23) 

• Within 30 days after publishing the new generic cleanup 
criteria, the department shall initiate rule-making to 
promulgate rules for the new criteria by filing a rule-making 
request under section 39 of the administrative procedures 
act, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.239. The rule-making request shall 
only include the revisions necessary to promulgate the new 
generic cleanup criteria.

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Sec. 20120a(23) The new generic cleanup criteria published 
pursuant to this subsection remain effective and legally 
enforceable until:

• Replaced by a final rule

• The director directs the department to withdraw the rule 
request 

• The time limitation in the administrative procedures act, is 
not met.

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Rules Promulgation Process
Submit Draft 

Rules

Public Hearing

Public Comment 
Period

Final Draft Rules submitted to 
JCAR

Promulgated 
Rules

ERRC
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Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

800-662-9278
Michigan.gov/EGLE

Follow us at: Michigan.gov/EGLEConnect


